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doctrines which he preached were narrow and re-
futive; yet his prophecies of scientific growth have
been more than realised by his successors, modifying,
in  some  ways, rejecting  his  principles.     And   so
Bentham might hold to-day that, although his sacred
formula was not so exhaustive or precise as he fancied,
yet the conscious and deliberate pursuit of the happi-
ness of mankind had taken a much more important
place in the aspirations of the time.    He would see
that the vast changes which have taken place in
society, vast beyond  all previous conception, were
bringing   up  ever  new   problems,  requiring   more
elaborate methods, and more systematic reasoning.
He would observe that many of the abuses which
he denounced have  disappeared, and that  though
progress does not take place along the precise lines
which he laid down, there is both a clearer recogni-
tion of the great ends of conduct, and a general
advance in the direction which he desired.    That
this can be carried on by promoting a free and full
discussion of first principles; that the great social
evils which  still exist can be diminished, and the
creed of the future, however dim its outlines may
be to our perception, may be purified as much as
possible from ancient prejudice and superstition, is
our faith; and however little we can do to help in
carrying out that process, we desire to do that little.